
We’ll gather at 3 pm at Neveh Shalom in 
room 101.
There will be a quick business meeting followed by a guest 
presentation and an opportunity to  have a nosch and schmooze a 
little....SUCH A THING! please rsvp to: oraartists@gmail.com2012

ANNUAL MEETING!

O
RA

 HOW TO PREPARE?             WHO SHOULD JURY?           WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?
New members to ORA and 

potential guest  artists need to 
submit work to the 2012 jury to 
qualify for the 2012 Celebration 
of Art Event (COA.) 2011 guests 
need not resubmit!

Our jury is an anonymous 
jury comprised of gallery 
owners, arts professors and/or 
professional artists along with a 
couple of ORA members. Unlike 
other juries, you will get 
feedback from the session.

WHAT TO DO?
•plan ahead
•arrive on time
•follow all the directions
•label your work
•your work should be finished, 

clean, and “gallery-ready”.
•jurors look for consistency in 

your style . 
• if you work in more than one 

medium , you must submit work in 
each medium!

•return at the prescribed time 
for pick up

You do not have to jury to be a member, if 
you don't plan to exhibit or sell.  
The purpose of the jury is to determine 
eligibility for the COA and other events/
shows/sales we sponsor.

You will receive written 
feedback within a week by 
email.

SEE 
PAGE 2 
FOR 
MORE 
INFO

JURY INFO:
June 10, 2012 
@ Neveh Shalom 
2900 SW Peaceful Ln
drop off: 12-12:30 
pm
pick up: 2-2:30 pm

 JURY DELIBERATIONS: Will the ORA Jury look like this Rockwell painting ?
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 JURY INFO: continued...

Please be sure you follow all
directions carefully!

1. Arrive and pick up on time.
2. Enter and Exit through the 

Sanctuary doors only
3. If you are planning to sell art in 

more than one medium or style, 
be sure to submit samples in     
each medium.
4. Applications must be received 

by email or snail mail by JUNE 1 

ANNUAL MEETING:
 SUNDAY JUNE 10 3PM

Please join us for this 
very active and 
participatory gathering. 
You’ll meet new members, 
participate in some fun 
activities, have a glass of 
wine and nosch. This is 
NOT your typical, long-
winded meeting! Our 
meetings are efficient, to 
the point, and we involve 
everyone! Please come!!!

HOT TOPIC!!!! 
One of the major topics we’ll 

discuss at our Sunday meeting 
will be our most successful 
annual event: Celebration of Art!

The steering committee 
has been hard at work 
exploring our options. Now 
it’s time to share our 
information and hear from 
you. 

We’ve been talking with 
the Portland Business 
Alliance, looking for pop-up 
spaces, searching for 
property owners who might 
be open to donating a 
temporary space, and we 
are also in negotiations with 
the MJCC.

This is a bold move and 
we want to be sure that 
whatever we decide to do, 
our membership has been 
consulted!

MEMBERS IN GALLERIES
Susan Kuznitsky was 

recently featured in a 
mother-daughter show at 
the Geezer Gallery! Laurie 
Fendel also has some of her 
work on display!

Roberta Cohen’s 
Beaverton gallery: Art on 
Broadway will open a new 
show: Art for the Man 

Cave, just in time for 
Father’s Day.

Anna Kodesch has been 
a busy artist. Her latest 
show opens soon: 

  Works from an Unfinished Room
                  at
BC Gallery at Antoinette 
Antique and Estate Jewelry
2328 NW Westover Rd
June 7, 5:30-8:30pm
          _____

CHECK THE ORA BLOG!
northwestjewishartists.blogspot.com
         _______

CHECK OUT OUR 
WEB SITE:
www.northwestjewishartists.org/
            __________
*Share your news with us 
by sending info and 
pictures to eddy : 
mameleh@comcast.net

 A
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5 Painless Fixes for 
a More Potent Artist 
Statement
reprinted from a blog by
ALYSON STANFIELD  on MAY 
23, 2012

I read a lot of artist statements. 
“Read” is a generous word. 
Mostly, I endure them. I know 
you know what I’m talking 
about.

In my e-book The Relatively 
Pain-Free Artist Statement, I 
help you craft your statement 
through a journaling process. 
But once it’s written, you have 
to edit it.

Here are 5 things to look out 
for in the editing process.

1. Don’t say your art is 
unique.

“Unique” doesn’t mean 
anything and, odds are, 
your work isn’t.          
Almost all art is derivative 
of informed by other work 
and anyone who knows art 
history can point to an 
artist who did it first place 
your art in that context.

But your work does have 
qualities that make it yours 
rather than someone 
else’s. Instead of using the 
word “unique,” describe 
your work in a way that 
makes the reader think it’s 
unique.

2. Remove the things 
that every artist says.

I see these phrases in so 
many statements that they 
put me straight to sleep.   
Do NOT use these in any 
version in your statement.

■ I am excited by . . .
■ I’ve always been an 

artist
■ I have to make art
■ My work is about the 

human condition
And my favorite phrase to 
eliminate in a 
statement . . .

■ I love . . .

3. Beware of 
redundancy.

Say it one way and move 
on. Don’t drag it out and 
duplicate the same 
meaning in a new 
sentence. Don’t make me 
be redundant by going any 
further with this warning.

4. Get rid of the lists.

One of the things I see in 
artist statements that 
makes me want to take a 
delete key to them is the 
overuse of adjectives. 
Lists of descriptors are a 
rampant virus in artist 
statements. Get rid of 
them!

If you have more than 2 
commas in your 
statement, ask yourself 
what can be eliminated.

5. Reduce the number of 
personal pronouns.

You don’t need all of those 
I/me/my/mine/myself 
words in there. Really! I 
challenge you to get rid of 
most of them.

If you can clean up these 
5 things, I promise you’ll 
have a more potent artist 
statement.

If you need help drafting 
your statement, check out 
The Relatively Pain-Free 
Artist Statement e-book. I 
also love to consult with 
artists on their statements. 
To see more about how 
this works, click here.
What trips you up about 
writing your artist 
statement?

*visit Alyson Stanfield’s blog for 
other great insights:    
artbizblog.com/

Ceramic dish by 

ORA member 

Glenn Decherd
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